Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



SECRET 

PAGE 01 ROME 09053 011357Z 
51 

ACTION NEA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ADP-00 SSO-OO PM-07 CIAE-00 INR-10 

NSAE-00 RSC-01 DODE-OO L-03 RSR-01 INRE-00 /060W 

119050 

O R 01 1330Z SEP 73 

FM AMEMBASSY ROME 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 556 

INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 

COMSIXTHFLT 

SECRET ROME 9053 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MILI IT TU 

SUBJECT: ITALIAN SHIP VISITS IN BLACK SEA 

1. FOREIGN MINISTRY (MILESI-FERRETTI ) HAS TELEPHONED WITH 
URGENT REQUEST FOR US POSITION REGARDING TURKISH VIEW THAT 
CERTAIN GUIDED MISSILE SHIPS OF NON-RIVERAIN STATES SHOULD BE EXCLUDED 

FROM PASSING INTO BLACK SEA UNDER THEIR INTERPRETATION OF THE 
MONTREUX CONVENTION. 

2. ITALIAN SHIP DORIA, DUE TO DEPART SEPTEMBER 9 FOR VISIT TO 
ODESSA, USSR, CARRIES TERRIER MISSILES. THE TURKS HAVE REFUSED 
PERMISSION UNDER MONTREUX CONVENTION SAYING THAT THE MISSILES 
WERE TOO LARGE BUT THAT A SHIP ARMED WITH SMALLER TARTAR MISSLIES 
COULD BE CLEARED. THE TURKS HAVE TOLD ITALIANS THAT US AND UK 
ACCEPT TURKISH DETERMINATION ON SUCH VESSELS IN ORDER TO SUSTAIN 
THE VALIDITY OF MONTREUX CONVENTION. MILESI-FERRETTI SAID, 

FROM A LEGAL POINT OF VIEW, TURKISH REFUSAL HAS NO JUSTIFIC- 
ATION BUT THAT HE COULD UNDERSTAND A POLITICAL DETERMINATION 
IN ORDER TO PRESERVE THE CONVENTION AND THUS INHIBIT TO SOME 
DEGREE SOVIET DEPLOYMENTS THROUGH THE STRAITS. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: WE NEED BY NOON WASHINGTON TIME SEPT. 4 
THE AUTHORITATIVE US POSITION WHICH WE CAN PASS TO ITALIANS. 

THE DEADLINE IS DUE TO FACT THAT ITALIAN NAVY MAY HAVE TO 
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